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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


N the Epistle to the Hebrews we 
read that Jesus was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffer- 
ing of death, that He by the grace 
of God should taste death for every 
man. And in the same chapter we 
are also told that in all things it be- 
hooved Him made like unto 
His brethren, “for in that He Himself 
hath suffered being 


to be 


tempted, He is 
able to succor them 
ed.” 


that are tempt- 
One of the temptations that 
besets Christians is the feeling that 
no one else has ever been tempted 
in any such way as they are now. 
If such presentation were true, the 
fact would still remain that God has 
delivered His people in circumstances 
of even greater stress. The Saviour 
was tempted in all points like as we 
are, and we can well imagine that the 
pressure of the temptations brought 
against Him was infinitely greater 
than any to which we are ever sub- 
jected—if only for the reason that 
had the Christ of God been 
come by the infernal power arrayed 
against Him the victory would have 
produced results of incalculable im- 
portance that would have been felt 
throughout the eternities. Deep anid 
wondrous are all the mysteries of the 


over- 


Eternal, and none can be more in- 
explicable than that the Lord Jesus 
should take upon Him human flesh 
and thus be made to feel, in Him- 
self, the power of temptation, and be 
able to succor them that are tempted. 
But those who have had personal ex- 
perience of the strength and comfort 
afforded by our great High Priest, 
who has “‘made reconciliation for the 
sins of the people,” will not doubt 
His love and sympathy, though they 
are unable to understand the union 
of the human natures. 
They know that He is faithful that 
promised ; they have proved His abil- 
ity to perform; and they know that 
He is indeed risen from the dead be- 
cause of the wonderful works that 
show forth themselves in Him. They 


divine and 


have proved that He is now indeed 
very God of God, while His 
death on the Cross proved Him to 
be indeed the Son of Man. 


very 


And now 
we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, crowned with 
glory and honor; and not ashamed 
to call them brethren who come to 
Him in faith and trust, and learn of 
Him the way of righteousness and 
peace, thus becoming the children of 
God, 
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The Humanity of Christ. 


Jesus Christ is human as well as 
divine. He is touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities. He was 
tempted on all points like as we 
are, yet without sin. We do not 
want a Christ enthroned on high 
in a distant Olympus; a philosoph- 
ical Christ could do little for slaves 
of passion and pride and still less 
for the victims of drugs and vice; 
while a dead Christ on a dead wall, 
in a church window or behind an 
altar is as useless as it may be 
beautiful. A living, human Christ 
is the Saviour needed, not only by 
His own people, but by helpless 
sinners of all grades of society— 
many of whom have made attempts 
to save themselves from their sins 
that have been as strenuous as sin- 
cere, and as discouraging as una- 
vailing. A human Christ with su- 
perhuman power is what the world 
needs; and that is an accurate de- 
scription of our Saviour. Human 


Christs without superhuman pow- 
ers have at times tried to help their 


fellow have 


done, 


them 
and even 
But the super- 
natural foes of mankind cannot be 
overcome by the natural 
mere man, however 
and sincere his 
sympathy for those in need of up- 
lift—or rather, regeneration. 


men; some of 
and 


beautiful 


said written, 


things. 


finite 
forces of any 


exalted his ideals 


Catholics and the Bible. 


When quoted 
Pope Pius VI as the highest author- 
ity in the Roman Church that recom- 
mended the reading of the Bible, he 
should have also quoted the other 
“infallible” Popes who had forbidden 
the perusal of the Word of God. 


Cardinal Gibbons 
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The Cincinnati Herald and Presbyter, 
from which the American Bible So- 
ciety Record quoted the Gibbons ser- 
mon, to which reference was made in 
the Editor’s Letter to the Cardinal in 
August, said that notwithstanding 
what Pius said a hundred years 
ago, “it is that the 
Church of Rome has never encour- 
aged the reading of the Bible by the 
common peeople. 


well known 


has 
been to dole out to them such por- 
tions as the clergy might see fit, al- 


The custom 


ways accompanied by such comments 
and interpretations as to guard 
against anything militating against 
the Church or its hierarchy.” 
Bishop Condemns Schools and Libraries. 
Bishop N. C. Matz, of Denver, 
showed the true spirit of Rome with 
regard to the education of the people 
in a sermon preached at Denver, July 
14. He denounced Mr. Carnegie and 
Mr. Rockefeller for increasing the 
These 
institutions he declared to be “sinks 
of corruption” because “they place 


number of public libraries. 


within reach of the masses the in- 
fidel teachings of Voltaire and the 
sensational dime novel.” Few public 
libraries spend much money in the 
purchase of dime novels, and the stu- 
Voltaire and far 
The real fact is that every 


dents of are few 
between. 
day the Roman Church is proving 
by bitter experience the truth of the 
prediction said to have been made 
by a far-seeing man soon after the 
invention of printing: “If the Pope 
does not abolish printing, printing 
will abolish him.” Every day this 
prophecy is being fulfilled all over the 
world. 









CHRIST’S MISSION, NEW YORK. 


To the Friends of Christ’s Mis- 
sion and All Other True 
Protestants. 

We speak to all Protestants who 
have not forgotten the lessons of his- 
tory or disowned the principles of 
their heroic ancestors who shed their 
blood and that Gospel truth 


might live and be spread throughout 
the earth. 


died 


We speak to you who know that 
although the Church of Rome now 
wears the mask of peace, yet under 
that mask is an unfriendly face full 
of relentless determination to rule or 
ruin. 

We speak to you, true patriots, who 
see, with unveiled eyes, the influence 
of the Roman hierarchy in our coun- 
try. We speak to you, true Chris- 
tians, who earnestly desire to rescue 
our Roman Catholic friends from the 
dangerous tyranny and darkness of a 
false religion. 

Many there are who have never 
taken any interest in the aggressive 
attitude of the Roman Church in our 
country or in the evangelization of its 
deluded members. 

It may be said by some that they 
do not the experience or 
knowledge necessary for missionary 
work of this kind. In that case they 
now have the opportunity to sustain 
a work of long standing in this city, 
which has been greatly blessed of 
God, and now needs co-operation for 
larger service and greater usefulness. 

For many years the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor and his co-laborers have 
carried on the work of Christ’s 


possess 


Mission, earnestly seeking the salva- 
tion of Roman Catholics. 


The Converted Catholic. 
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If you think you cannot engage in 
this personal work like the Rev. Mr. 
O’Connor, director of Christ’s Mis- 
sion, you can aid us by your generous 
sympathy, prayers and gifts of money 


that the Mission may surmount all 
difficulties. Be assured that the 
greatest of all difficulties is that 


which arises from the indifference of 
so many Protestants where the 
Roman Catholic Church is concerned. 
To all true Protestants and earnest 
Christians we would say: Let Christ’s 
Mission be your agent in doing this 
important and much needed work. 
To those who may ask concerning 
the aims, methods, objects and suc- 
efforts of this Mission, we 
would submit this brief statement by 
-astor O’Connor. 


cessful 


He says: 

“T commenced the work of Christ’s 
Mission in this city in 1879, and have 
continuously directed it on evangeli- 
cal lines all these years as a connect- 
ing link between the Roman Catholics 
whom I could reach by voice and pen, 
and the great Protestant world. The 
work was incorporated as a religious 
and missionary society, according to 
laws of the State of New York, in 
1887. 

“IT have and 
helped one hundred and thirty priests 
out of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and instructed them in the evangeli- 
cal faith, so that all of them became 
good Protestants. 


received, welcomed 


“Fully ten thousand other Cath- 
olics have been influenced by our 
work and brought into Protestant re- 
lations. Six thousand of these have 
been noted in the twenty-three vol- 
umes of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
the monthly publication which I have 
been privileged to conduct all 
years.” 


these 
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hus speaks the Founder and Su- 
perintendent of Christ's Mission, who 
but is 
now wonderfully blessed in the work 


was once a priest of Rome, 
ft saving souls entangled in the net 
of Romanism. 
Will you let him and Christ’s Mis- 
represent you in this important 
Missions like this 


uld be established in all 


Vang listic work ? 
our large 
ities, but in the meantime we only 
k you to aid Christ’s Mission in the 

f wv York, 


eoes out into all 


whence its 
parts of 
ountry. 


prayerfully asl 


you to take part 
us in this Christ-lik 


work. Give 

f your sympathy, prayers 
money that Pastor O'Connor's 
house reception of inquiring and 
like the 


your own 


: 
persecuted priests may be 


Christian hospitality of 


homes, and to bewildered Roman 


Catholics like the witness 
bearing of vour own voice. 


may be 
The work 

and the 
Let us all 
awaken from sleep and open our eyes 


to see 


is now very encouraging, 


door is flung wide open. 


this large and precious oppor- 
God, 
humanity and saving our country. 


tunity of glorifying blessing 


\ most suitable building for the 


Mission has 


Christ's been 
West New 


York, which will be ready for occu- 


work of 
secured on 57th street, 
pancy in October. Funds are needed 
for the necessary alterations and the 
furnishings of the building. Contri- 
butions may be sent to the treasurer 
of the Mission or to the members of 
l‘inance Committee: 

ALBERT B. KING, 

Davip JAMES Burret, 

James A. O'Connor. 
\ddress all communications to 138 


Vest 97th street, New York. 


The New Christ’s Mission 
Building. 

As announced in THE CONVERTED 
CarnoLic last month, Christ’s Mis- 
sion has secured a new building for 
its work. Title to the property was 
taken on August 1 by the Treasurer 
of the Board of Trustees of the Mis- 
sion, and the next day he conveyed it 
to Christ's Mission as an incorpor- 
ated society, which is now the legal 
owner of the building. 

It is not deemed expedient to make 
public the price paid for the property, 
but since the contract was closed in 
May real estate values have increased 
in that part of the city. 

The building is now in the hands 
of the the 
tions necessary to adapt it to the pur- 
the and he 
promised to have it ready by Oc- 
tober I. 


contractor for altera- 


poses of Mission, has 


For the furnishings of the chapel 
and lecture room some friends might 
wish individually to provide special 
articles. It will be a great pleasure 
and a great help to hear from such 
friends this month, 

The furnishings of the chapel in 
West 21st street were given to the 
Rev. A. H. Lambert for the work 
in Porto Rico when the old Christ’s 
Mission was sold. New furnishings 
in the new building can be memorials 
of the friends who wish to be thus re- 
membered as benefactors of the work 
of Christ’s Mission. The names of 
such friends will not be made public 
unless desired. 

The THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC will be issued from 
the new building. 


next number of 
In the meantime 
all communications should continue to 
be sent to the present address, 138 
West 97th street, New York City. 
















HE latest Papal Syllabus, is- 
sued in Rome on July 4, con- 
demns sixty-five “errors” that have 
lately been promulgated by Roman 
Catholic writers. Some of them re- 
fer to the Bible, and others to the 
divinity of Christ, while the last 
twelve show not only that a number 
of Roman Catholics have begun to 
think for themselves, but that they 
have gone so far as to publish their 
thoughts for the good of others. That 
the number of 
writers is 


and 
enough to have 
drawn down upon their heads the de- 
nunciation of the Vatican is a hope- 
ful sign of the times. 
shows considerable 


these thinkers 


large 


The Syllabus 
subtlety and 
craftiness in language and motive, 
as the word “Christian” is often used 
where “Roman Catholic” is really 
meant; several of the sentences are 
so worded as to enlist the mental 
support of Protestant evangelical 
Christians, and in one of them the 
same divine authority is claimed for 


the man-made dogmas of the Roman 


Church as for the inspired word of 
the Scriptures. 

Many of the “errors” condemned 
by the Syllabus show that large num- 
bers of Catholics of influence have 
made progress along the lines of re- 
ligious inquiry against which the 
Pope has hurled his anathema. 

The Rome correspondent of the 
New York Sun (August 4) sent an 
English translation of the Syllabus 


from the original Latin text. The 
document begins thus: 
DECREE OF THE HOLY ROMAN AND 


UNIVERSAL INQUISITION 
Wednesday, July 3, 1907. 
With truly lamentable results our 
age, intolerant of all check in its in- 
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THE NEW PAPAL SYLLABUS. 


vestigations of the ultimate causes of 
things, not infrequently follows what 
is new in such a way as to reject the 
legacy, as it were, of the human race 
and thus fall into the most grievous 
errors. It is to be greatly deplored 
that among Catholics not a few 
writers are to be found who, cross- 
ing the boundaries fixed by the 
fathers and by the Church herself seek 
out, on the plea of higher intelligence 
and in the name of historical con- 
siderations, that progress of dogmas 
which is in reality the corruption of 
the same. 

3ut lest errors of this kind, which 
are being daily spread among the 
faithful, should strike root in their 
minds and corrupt the purity of the 
faith, it has pleased his Holiness 
Pius X, by divine Providence Pope, 
that the chief among them should be 
noted and condemned through the 
office of the Holy Roman and Uni- 
versal Inquisition. Wherefore after 
a most diligent investigation, and 
after having heard the vote (opinion) 
of the reverend consultors, the most 
eminent and reverend Lords Car- 
dinals, the general inquisitors in mat- 
ters of faith and morals, decided that 
the following propositions were to be 
condemned and proscribed, as they 
are by this general decree condemned 
and proscribed. 

In reading the following items 
from the list it must be borne in mind 
that these “errors” are not attacked 
as being Protestant heresies, but as 
expressing the views of Roman Cath- 
olic scholars and theologians. The 
Pope is, indeed, firing at some of the 
brightest and most intelligent sol- 
diers of his own army. 

No. VIII condemns these learned 
Catholics for saying: 

Those who treat as of no weight 
the condemnations passed by the 
Sacred Congregation of the Index or 
by other Roman congregations are 
free from all blame. 
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XXII. The dogmas which the 
Church gives out as revealed are not 
truths which have fallen down from 
Heaven, but are an interpretation of 
religious facts, which the human 
mind has acquired by laborious ef- 
forts. 

XXIII. Opposition may and actual- 
ly does exist between the facts which 
are narrated in Scripture and the 
dogmas of the Church which rest on 
them, and this in such a sort that 
all criticism has the right to reject 
as false, the facts which the Church 
holds to be most undoubted. 

XXIV. The exegete is not to be 
blamed for constructing premises 
from which it follows that the dogmas 
are historically false or doubtful, pro- 
vided he does not directly deny the 
dogmas themselves. 

XXXIX. The opinions as to the 
origin of the Sacraments with which 
the Fathers of the Council of Trent 
were imbued and which incontestably 
influenced the editing of their dog- 
matic canons are very different from 
those which are justly credited to- 
day among the historians of Christen- 
dom. 

XL. The Sacraments had their 
origin in the fact that the Apostles 
and their successors, swayed by cir- 
cumstances and events, interpreted 
some idea and intention of Christ. 

XLI. The Sacraments have no 
other purpose than to recall to the 
minds of men the ever beneficent 
presence of the Creator. 

XLVII. The words of the Lord: 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose 
sins ye shall forgive they are forgiven 
them, and whose sins ye shall retain 
they are retained (John xx, 22, 23), 
do not at all refer to the sacrament 
of penance, whatever the Fathers of 
Trent may have been pleased to say. 

L.. The elders who filled the office 
of watching over the gatherings of the 
faithful were instituted by the Apos- 
tles as priests or Bishops to provide 
for the necessary ordering of the in- 
creasing communities, not properly 
for perpetuating the Apostolic mis- 
sion and power. 
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LII. It was foreign to the mind of 
Christ to found a Church as a society 
which was to last on the earth for a 
long course of centuries; nay, in the 
mind of Christ the Kingdom of 
Heaven together with the end of the 
world was about to come immedi- 
ately. 

LIV. Dogmas, the sacraments, 
and the hierarchy, as much in their 
conception as in reality, are only in- 
terpretations and evolutions of the 
Christian intelligence which by ex- 
ternal increments have increased and 
perfected the little germ latent in the 
Gospel. 

L\. Simon Peter never even sus- 
pected that priority in the Church 
was conferred upon him by Christ. 

LVI. The Roman Church became 
the head of all the churches not 
through the ordinance of divine 
Providence, but by purely political 
circumstances. 

LVII. The Church has shown her- 
self the enemy of the progress of 
natural and.theological sciences. 

LXI. It may be said without para- 
dox that there is no chapter of Scrip- 
ture, from the first of Genesis to the 
last of the Apocalypse, which con- 
tains a doctrine absolutely identical 
with that which the Church teaches 
on the same matter, and that there- 
fore no chapter of Scripture has the 
same sense for the critic and the 
[Roman] theologian. 

LXIII. The Church shows herself 
unequal to the task of efficaciously 
maintaining evangelical ethics be- 
cause she obstinately adheres to im- 
mutable doctrines which cannot be 
reconciled with modern progress. 


No. LXV is the last on the list: 

Modern Catholicism cannot be rec- 
onciled with true science unless it 
be transformed into a non-dogmatic 
Christianity; that is, into a broad and 
liberal Protestantism. 

The Syllabus concludes thus: 

“And on the following Thursday, 
the fourth day of the same month, 
an accurate report of all this having 











been made to our Most Holy Lord 
Pope Pius X, his Holiness approved 
and confirmed the decree of the most 
Eminent Fathers, and ordered that 
the propositions above enumerated, 
all and several, be held by all as con- 
demned and proscribed. 
“Peter Palombelli, 
“Notary of the H[oly]. R[oman]. 
U[niversal]. I[nquisition].” 
a 
Comment on the Syllabus. 


Commenting on this Papal Syllabus, 
the New York Evening Post said: 

Those who have read of the excite- 
ment caused in 1864 by the Syllabus 
of modern errors issued by Pius IX, 
must wondera little at the indifference 
with which the similar “Decree of the 
Holy and Universal Inquisition,” just 
put forth by Pius X, has been gener- 
ally received. It has not been even 
thought worthy of cabling, except in 
bare summary. The full text, in 
French translation, was given in the 
Ultramontane organ, the Paris Um- 
vers. Pius IX uttered his warning 
against “the audacities of modern 
thought.” Pius X directs himself 
particularly to the aberrations of 
exegetes of the Bible. His formida- 
ble list comprises no less than sixty- 
five “grave errors,” some of which, 
it is said, are to be found, “deplor- 
able” as it may seem, even in Cath- 
olic writers. Looking at the Pope’s 
imposing array, one is inevitably re- 
minded of Browning’s 


“Twenty-nine distinct damnations, 
One sure, if another fails.’’ 


No reader of the new Syllabus can 
fail to be struck by the way in which 
its guns are pointed astern. The 
Pope is aiming at conclusions of his- 
torical inquiry and Biblical higher 
criticism which are a very old story 
to Protestant theologians. 

It is easy to see that the new Sylla- 
bus is directed against dangers al- 
teady existing within the Church, 
not, as in the case of the Syllabus 
of Pius IX, against those pressing 
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upon it from the outer world. The 
query has already been raised 
whether he now speaks ex cathedra; 
whether he lays down matters of doc- 
trine which all good Catholics are 
hereafter bound to accept. A writer 
in the Paris Figaro, M. de Narfon, 
who is well known to have close rela- 
tions with influential Catholic prel- 
ates, declares that the Papal infalli- 
bility is by no means involved, since 
Pius X is simply pointing out errors, 
not defining doctrines. One can un- 
derstand, however, the mild amaze- 
ment of this Catholic writer when 
he speaks of so remarkable an at- 
tempt, by mere decree of the Holy 
Office, to “solve most of the great 
controversies which exegetes and 
theologians have debated for years 
past.” 
& 


The Papal Vision. 


In connection with the promulga- 
tion of this Syllabus an Associated 
Press dispatch from Rome said: 


A member of the Pope’s household 
in the course of an interview pub- 
lished to-night said that Pope Pius 
hesitated somewhat before he took 
the grave step of ordering the publi- 
cation of the Syllabus on the so- 
called modernism in the faith. 

All the Pope’s doubts, however, 
were removed by a miraculous ap- 
parition of the Blessed Virgin, who 
extended her hands in a gesture of 
benediction and encouragement over 
his head, as if in answer to his prayer 
for heavenly guidance. 

The Pontiff thereupon rose from 
his knees and signed the decree. 


The New York Times dispatch on 
this subject said: 


The Pope had been extraordinarily 
cast down by the tension between 
the Vatican and a large section of 
the German Catholics. A few hours 
later his Holiness was on his knees 
in his private room fervently praying 
for the good of the Church, when he 
became aware of an added light in 
the room, and, turning, opened his 
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eyes full on the glorious vision of 
the Madonna, surrounded by a 
golden light. She bade him be of 
good cheer, saying that he would live 
to see an improvement in the affairs 
of the Church, and then gradually 
faded from view with a smile of bless- 
ing and encouragement. 
a 
The Papal Tiara. 

A writer in the New York Times, 
July 20, 
Triple Crown: 


1907, thus accounts for the 


Littre, under “tiara” 
Pape Hormisdas mit la 
couronne a la tiara, Boniface VIII 
la seconde et Jean XXII la 
troisieme,’ and notable events in the 
lives of these prelates make this seem 
a natural order. 

Pope Hormisdas in 519 brought 
about the union of the Churches of 
Rome and Constantinople, and the as- 
sumption of a crown would there- 
fore denote him “sacrificateur souver- 
ain” of all Christendom. 

The time of the other two pontifi- 
cates was when Papal pretensions 
were at their highest point. In his 
Bull Unam Sanctam Boniface VIII 
declared that every human being was 
subject to his will in both temporal 
and spiritual things, so that the sec- 
ond crown would betoken his pre- 
rogative of “judge supreme,” while 
the claim of John XXII, maintained 
in his bitter struggle with the Em- 
peror Lewis IV, to appoint the occu- 
pant of the imperial throne, might 
well be symbolized in the third 
crown, marking him as “legislateur 
unique.” 


says: Le 
premiere 


It may be said that, notwithstand- 
ing the quibbles and misleading state- 
ments by Roman Catholic writers, 
the Papal pretensions are “at their 
highest point” to-day, and that Pius 
X arrogates to himself the precise 
prerogatives claimed by Boniface 
VIII. His ability to exercise them 
does not alter this fact. 


The Converted Catholic. 


Revolt Against Rome. 

HE Papal Syllabus, recently is- 
t sued, in condemning what the 
Pope styles the errors of the think- 
ing and enlightened element in the 
Roman Catholic Church, especially 
the progressive priests and theolo- 
gians, has overshot the mark. Led 
by some daring spirits, the people 
have risen in revolt against the Papal 
institutions which are the strong- 
holds of orthodoxy from the Vatican 
point of view, but are accounted de- 
generate by those who judge the tree 
by its fruit. 

A dispatch from Turin, August 1, 
said that anti-clerical riots had taken 
place at Varazze in consequence of 
the publication in the local press of 
revolting stories concerning the 
Salesian fathers. The accusations 
were first printed in L’Avoro, pupils 
of the school maintained by the 
fathers describing alleged rites per- 
formed daily in what they called the 
“black masses,” at which the priests 
and sisters were present, and which 
the scholars say they were forced to 
attend. 

The school has been closed and 
the pupils have been sent to their 
homes. 

A crowd sacked the church at Va- 
razze and stoned the convent of the 
Salesians. 


The excitement caused by this epi- 
sode spread so rapidly that two days 
later the Government threatened to 
declare martial law in 


many towns 
in northwest Italy unless the anti- 
clerical agitation ceased, and a dis- 
patch from Rome (August 3) said: 

At Mantua last night a crowd of 
manifestants pillaged some churches. 
and burned a number of sacred ob- 
jects, and at Turin a workman at- 














tacked and wounded a priest in the 
street. 

At Savona there were violent mani- 
festations, and the guard over the 
prison where the Salesian fathers 
from Varazze, charged with immoral 
practices, are locked up, was rein- 
forced, to protect them from the 
mob. 

The fire in St. Anthony’s Church 
at Spezia, set last night by an un- 
ruly crowd, was extinguished, and 
the church is now guarded by a de- 
tachment of sailors. 

At San Pier d’Arena, a suburb of 
Genoa, a crowd attacked the Salesian 
College with stones. Seven priests 
in the building got together and re- 
plied with revolver shots, whereupon 
the mob broke down the doors and 
swarmed inside. The situation of the 
priests was dangerous for a few mo- 
ments. They were rescued by the 
arrival of troops. 

In a large number of northwestern 
towns anti-clerical demonstrations 
have taken place. 

A special dispatch from Rome to 
the New York Sun of August 3d 
said: 

The Italian Liberal press teems 
with detailed description of the al- 
leged immorality and corruption of 
the religious educational institutions 
and a campaign in favor of the sup- 
pression of all convents and monas- 
teries throughout the country has 
been initiated. Quite recently a so- 
called clerical scandal was discovered 
by the Milan police. An old woman 
who called herself a nun had a home 
for destitute young girls in Milan 
which turned out to be a den of 
iniquity. 

The home was closed and the so- 
called nun and her accomplices, two 
priests, were arrested. 

The newspapers regard the scandal 
as a religious one, with the result 
that the anti-clerica! feeling in Italy 
has now almost reached a climax. 
Meetings of protest are held every- 
where and popular feeling has been 
worked to such a pitch that a general 
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belief prevails that all religious insti- 
tutions are like that at Milan. 

The stories recently printed about 
monks and nuns are so horrible that 
they are not fit to be read. It is no 
exaggeration to say that open acts of 
violence against religious communi- 
ties are momentarily expected and 
this may lead to their wholesale sup- 
pression by the Government. 

It is difficult to predict what may 
happen. The French people were in- 
different in the recent religious agi- 
tation there. Here the situation is 
quite different, as popular feeling is 
hostile to Catholicism and the anti- 
clerical parties are so well organized 
that if a movement against the 
Church once begins they will not 
stop until they will try to overthrow 
it and perhaps attain a church war 
in Italy amounting to a revolution. 

Insults against ecclesiastics con- 
tinue on the part of violent anti- 
clericals. This morning the Abbe 
Perosi, the famous musical com- 
poser, while coming out of the sta- 
tion was approached by an unidenti- 
fied person who spat in his face. Nu- 
merous bystanders witnessed this oc- 
currence, but they did not interfere. 

Cardinal Casseta was also hissed. 
The French Abbe Maurey was also 
insulted. 

Reports continue to arrive from 
various parts of the country of pub- 
lic disorders resulting from the ex- 
posure of monastic scandals. 

The following dispatch to the New 
York World of August 7 shows that 
the revolt against the Roman Catho- 
lic institutions is widespread: 

Rome, August 6, 1907.—Yester- 
day the Pope called a special meet- 
ing of Cardinals in order to obtain 
their advice as to the present situa- 
tion in Italy and the best means to 
avert any harm from ecclesiastical 
persons and property. Among the 
members of the Sacred College who 
attended were Cardinal Merry del 
Val, the Papal Secretary of State; 
Cardinal Oreglia, the Dean of the 
Sacred College; Cardinal Respighi, 
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the Pope’s Vicar-General; Cardinal 
Casseta, the Pope’s Almoner; Cardi- 
nals Satolli, Agliardi, Martinelli, 
Capecelatro and several prelates who 
enjoy the personal confidence of the 
Pope. 

The meeting discussed the recent 
anti-clerical manifestations in Italy 
and the numerous insults offered even 
to foreign ecclesiastics visiting Rome 
or belonging to foreign colleges, 
whose cases in several instances have 
already been referred to the diplo- 
matic representatives of their coun- 
tries within the past few weeks. It 
was decided that there was no use 
for the Pope to make any formal pro- 
test in the matter, and that the best 
way to protect the clergy of Rome 
and Italy would be to allow them to 
carry revolvers and stilettos to de- 
fend themselves. 

After the meeting, Cardinal Res- 
pighi, as the special representative 
of the Pope, issued orders to all the 
Roman clergy to purchase firearms 
or other weapons. Accordingly all 
the parish priests and their assistants 
in this city, who have to be on the 
street often at night, now go armed. 

Ali the religious institutions in this 
city have now been or are being pro- 
vided with means of defense. The re- 
ligious institutions of an educational 
character conducted by women have 
been provided with male protection. 
What has been done in Rome will 
soon be done all over Italy. 

Vatican prelates say that the Ital- 
ian Government has not afforded 
sufficient protection to the religious 
institutions of the country. In an 
interview a few days ago Premier 
Giolitti stated that the Government 
would not interfere with the anti- 
clerical movement, but he had in- 
structed the prefects and the chiefs 
of police to preserve order. It is 
the general opinion here that it was 
this declaration that decided the 
Pope and the Cardinals to prepare 
for armed resistance. 

Only last Sunday two attempts at 
incendiarism were made in churches 
in Florence and one at Pisa. The 
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authorities promptly ordered that all 
the churches be closed in both cities. 
The Vatican has already ordered 
every church in Rome to be kept 
closed excepting for a few hours in 
the early morning for mass. 

In Genoa, Turin, Venice, Milan, 
Sampierdarana, Spezia, Mantua and 
other northern cities conditions are 
just as bad as in Rome. 

The religious institutions—monas- 
teries, convents, etc.—against which 
the people of Italy are rising in re- 
volt, are fast spreading in the Uni- 
ted States. As noted in the August 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, the American 
body of Servites, the “Order of the 
Religious Servants of the Holy Vir- 
gin,” founded in the year 1235 for the 
special purpose of promoting Mari- 
olatry, has been raised into a prov- 
ince, and Father H. Crevier, of the 
Monastry of Our Lady of Sorrows, 
of Chicago, has been appointed as 
the new provincial. The Servites are 
an order of the same character as the 
Salesians against which the people 
of Varazze and San Pier d’Arena (a 
suburb of Genoa) have risen in revolt. 
When American learn 
the inherent monasticism 
as these Italians have experienced its 
corrupting influence, will they be 
more tolerant of corruption and 
wickedness than the Catholics them- 
selves? We believe they will not. 

& 
Peril to the Church. 

A special despatch to the New 
York Sun, dated Rome, Aug. 10, 
1907, said: 


Protestants 
evils of 


In Vatican circles the passive atti- 
tude of the Italian Government dur- 
ing the anti-Church crisis is com- 
mented upon unfavorably. The parish 
priests of Rome have addressed a 
petition to the Prefect of the Province 
in which, after protesting at the out- 
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rages committed daily against the 
clergy, they ask whether the laws are 
still in force and whether it is lawful 
for a savage rabble composed of Jews 
and anti-Christians to outrage with 
impunity the Catholic religion, which 
is still recognized as the religion of 
the State; the Pope, whose person is 
declared by law to be sacred and in- 
violable, and the clergy, who as Italian 
citizens are entitled to liberty, respect 
and personal protection. 

The parish priests conclude by ask- 
ing whether they are considered by 
the civil authorities outside the pale 
of the law.- Needless to say this peti- 
tion has remained unanswered, and 
no steps have been taken to protect 
the clergy. In almost every Italian 
town priests and nuns have been in- 
sulted, outraged and attacked, yet not 
one of their assailants has been ar- 
rested. A well known Vatican pre- 
late declares that the present situa- 
tion is very grave. 

He says: 

“Pius IX. commenced his pontifi- 
cate with a conciliatory policy and he 
was forced to end it with intransi- 
geance. The same thing happened in 
the case of Leo XIII, and were an 
identical change to take place now 
under Pius X the church question in 
Italy would be sure to assume quite 
a different aspect. 

“Conciliation between Church and 
State was both premature and impos- 
sible under Pius IX, Leo XIII would 
only accept reconciliation provided it 
were based on the cession of terri- 
tory to the Holy See, and naturally 
the Roman question remained un- 
solved. But Pius X, on the con- 
trary, initiated quite a different pol- 
icy. He never sought to arrive at an 
entente with the Italian Government, 
and while he never ceased to protest 
against the occupation of Rome and 
the loss of his temporal power, still 
he gave repeated proofs that he 
favored a modus vivendi, namely, 
that both Church and State should 
continue to live side by side, each go- 
ing its own way without friction or 
antagonism, 
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“It is a mistake to believe that the 
Catholic party in Italy is neither 
strong nor well organized. What 
Machiavelli said of the Pope, “They 
are not strong enough to rule Italy 
nor weak enough to prevent others 
from ruling her,’ may be applied to- 
day to the Catholics. It would be a 
grave mistake for the monarchy to 
neglect the Catholics and make them 
enemies instead of friends.” 

There is great significance in these 
concluding words of an important 
prelate whose comment the Sun is 
permitted to quote. 


not 
nor 
The 
Catholics themselves have become the 


The Italian Government has 


made enemies of the Catholics, 


have the Jews or unbelievers. 


Rome, 
which has not benefitted them in this 


enemies of the Church of 
present life nor given them any as- 
sured hope of the 
Rather has_ the 


life to come. 


church oppressed 
them, opposed their aspirations for 
liberty and deceived them regarding 
the future life—‘making the Word 
of God of no effect by its command- 
ments and traditions.” Therefore they 
have turned away from it, have risen 
up against it, and have crippled its 
power, as the French people have 


done. 
—_—___ 


Afraid of Reformers. 

The martyrdom of Savonarola is 
always commemorated in Florence 
on the anniversary of his death, and 
many beautiful flowers are deposited 
on the bronze slab in the public 
square that marks the spot where he 
died. died 
with him, and Pasquale Villari says 


Two other Dominicans 


that those responsible for the mur- 


ders “fearing lest their ashes might 


have the work miracles 


ordered them to be borne away in 


power to 


carts and cast into the Arno.” 
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DEPARTED FRIENDS. 


Many of the friends of this work 
have been recently taken away from 
this mortal life to put on immortality. 
We shall miss their greetings and 
helpful sympathy as we toil on in a 
cause that has many discouragements 
even while the work has been blessed 
of God in results. 


MRS. M. A. E, STONE. 

This elect lady, who had been edu- 
cated in a convent as a Roman Cath- 
olic, but was converted to Christ in 
her youth, had been a warm admirer 
and supporter of this work for many 
years. She died in July at Portland, 
Oregon, where she had lived with her 
son, Mr. H. W. Stone, the general 
secretary of the Portland Y. M. C. 
A. When we wished to go to Rome 
as a delegate to the World’s Sunday 
School May, Mrs. 
Stone telegraphed in April that she 
would 


Convention in 


funds for the 
journey to Rome, as she felt that the 
experiences 


send sufficient 


there 
would be useful and interesting to the 


and observations 
readers of this Magazine. 

As there was a probability at that 
time that a building could be obtained 
for Christ’s could not 
As a matter of fact 


the contract for the purchase of the 


Mission, we 
leave New York. 


property was signed the day the con- 
vention met in Rome. 

Mrs. 
interest in 


For many Stone had 
the the 


work of Christ’s Mission, and by her 


years 

shown deepest 

correspondence and practical sympa- 

thy had greatly helped this cause. 
REV, DR. SEXTON. 

The death of the Rev. Wilson D. 
D.D., North 
Presbyterian street, 
this city, in July, was a great shock. 


Sexton, pastor of the 


Church, 155th 


He had been ill only a few days. Last 


year Dr. Sexton received into the 
membership of his church the Rev. 
Joseph Giardina, the Italian priest, 
who had come to Christ’s Mission 
from St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic 
Church, this city, and afterward en- 
tered Princeton Seminary. Mr. Giar- 
dina is now in charge of the Italian 
Presbyterian Church, Montclair, N. 
J. Dr. Sexton had shown much 
sympathy with the work of Christ's 
Mission, like his predecessor in the 
North Church, the Rev. Dr. J. C. 
Bliss, who is now the pastor emeritus 
of the church. 


REV. DR. TODD. 

Another good friend in the minis- 
try was called to the higher life in 
July, the Rev. A. F. Todd, D.D., 
Dunellen, N. J. The last letter we 
received from Dr. Todd, who was 
pastor emeritus of the Reformed 
Church, was published in the June 
CONVERTED the 


CATHOLIC under 


heading “Endorsement and Sugges- 


In this letter, which is now a 
precious legacy, our good friend said: 
When the journey of life with me, 
in the nature of things be ended, I 
am thankful to say with the Psalmist, 
“My cup runneth over. Surely good- 
ness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.” 
Allow me to say that my apprecia- 
tion of THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
has not lessened in the least since I 
first began to read it, but rather has 
increased with the lapse of time. It 
has given me much information and 
profitable reading; and it cannot be 
but that it is having an influence that 
is telling, and must and will tell, for 
Christ and His Kingdom, and the de- 
liverance of many from the captivity 
of ignorance and superstition; an in- 
fluence far greater and wider than 
you will ever know in this world; one 
which will live and work through 
others when your work is done and 


tion.” 
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your name 
erations of the past. 

It seems to me that the Magazine 
for this year is the best ever publish- 
ed, and worthy of distribution by the 
million. If those persons who are 
becoming famous by their gifts for 
libraries and colleges would do a tithe 
as much for the spread of the Gospel 
and wholesome Gospel literature they 
would become much more famous in 
the eyes of the Christian world and 
in the sight of God. 


recorded among the gen- 


Dr. Todd first received THe Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC through the kind- 
the late Miss Alida 
Schaick, of this city, who for several 
vears had it sent to one hundred min- 
isters of the Reformed Church. After 
this good lady’s death Dr. Todd con- 


ness of Van 


tinued as a subscriber, like many of 
the brethren in the Reformed Church. 
Indeed, no body of Christians in 
America has shown more sympathy 
with this work than the members of 
that conservative church, and one of 
its chief the David 
James Burrell, D.D., LL.D., of the 
Marble Collegiate Church, this city, 


pastors, Rev. 


is a member of the board of trustees 
of Christ’s Mission. 

The departure for the Heavenly 
home of so many friends entails upon 
us who work while it is day to labor 
more zealously in the cause of Christ. 
The greatest thing in human life is to 
be a co-worker with Him who gave 
His life for us that we might have 
eternal life in the Father’s house of 
many mansions, 

a 

In the Spanish city of Seville, be- 
sides the members of the British colo- 
ny, there are over five hundred persons 
the 


Reformed 


connected with three Protestant 


Churches—two and one 


Presbyterian. Each of these churches 


has a school connected with it. 


The Bishop Squeiched. 


The National Convention of the La- 
dies’ Catholic Benevolent Association 
was held at Springfield, Mass., July 17. 
Bishop McQuaid, of Rochester, N. Y., 
the Spiritual Adviser of the organi- 


zation, desired the re-election of Mrs. 
[Elizabeth McGowan, of Buffalo, N. Y.. 
as president. In expressing this desire 


he intimated that an anonymous letter 
circulated among the members a few 
days before, ci.arging the managing 
officials with favoritism and extrava- 
gance, had been sent out by Mrs. Mary 
B. Costelloe, of Brooklyn, N. Y., a 
When 
he had finished speaking he asked that 


candidate for the presidency. 


nothing more should be said about the 
matter in the convention, and that the 

Mrs. 
Bishop 


session be adjourned at once. 
Costelloe’s partisans denied 
McQuaid’s accusations. 

The most interesting and significant 
words reported of Mrs. Costelloe were 
spoken after the session, when she 
said : 

“The Bishop is merely the spiritual 
adviser of the association, and he is 
limited by virtue of his office to advise 
on spiritual matters, the temporal af- 
fairs of the association, such as the 
election of officers, the amendment of 
the by-laws, etc., being intended to be 
left entirely to the free choice and dis- 
cretion of the delegates as a_ body. 
Members quite generally believe that 
they are capable as a body to govern 
themselves, and the principle of self- 
government is very dear to them. They 
cherish the principle, and are likely to 
resent any attempt on the part of any 
one to dictate their choice of a supreme 
president.” 

The principle of self-government on 
the part of any set of human beings is 
diametrically opposed to the funda: 
mental principles of the spritual, tem- 
poral and intellectual 
which the Papacy rests. 


despotism on 
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The Gospel for Immigrants. 


When the Dr. Charles F. 
Aked, one of the most noted of Eng- 
lish preachers, delivered his first ser- 
mon as pastor of the Fifth Avenue 
Baptist Church, in this city, he took 
subject, “7 


Rev. 


for his [The Ministry of 
He showed his ap- 
preciation of the magnitude of the 
problem presented to this nation by 
the immense influx of 


Reconciliation.” 


from 
lands where moral, educational and 


aliens 


religious standards are far below our 
own, and his knowledge of the only 
solution by “The deepest 
truth of all is this, that the best Chris- 
tian citizen is the best citizen, and 


saying: 


that the surest way, the quickest way, 


and the 
most permanent way of making these 


the most economical way 


people good Americans and good pa- 
triots is to make them good Chris 
tians.” 
Thi 


CaTuo.ic has been urging upon its 


truth is what THE CONVERTiv 
readers for years; and it is certainly 
true that neither the public schools— 
excellent things in themselves though 
they are—nor libraries, nor free in- 
stitutions, nor personal liberty, nor 
being let alone by God’s people, will 
On 
the following Sunday a Jewish rabbi 


make immigrants good citizens. 


had the impudence to challenge Dr. 
\ked’s statement, and to make it a 
peg upon which to hang a glorifica- 
tion of Judaism. As a religious and 
moral system Judaism is writing its 
failure in this city in larger letters 
than probably anywhere else.on the 
globe. And 
glad to welcome the efforts of evan- 
eelical Christians among their people 


no one should be so 


as the Jewish rabbis. There is no 
vitality in either their law or their 


cult: consequently they have no real 


influence among the Hebrew people 
at large. The Gospel of Christ has 
power to make bad people good, and 
its adherents are a gain to any com- 
munity. Our country has suffered 
many things from alien immigration 
—among them wholesale Sabbath 
desecration, both public and private, 
throughout the land, Papal agents of 
all kinds, and the German beer gar- 
den, for example. And unless the 
children of God arouse themselves to 
the perils that threaten the land, the 
evils that we now suffer will only 
prove to have been the introduction 
to many more, and of infinitely worse 
degree and wider extent. 


Oo - 


Progressive Catholics in France. 


At a recent meeting of French 
Catholics, it was decided to facilitate 
the observance of the weekly rest law 
by declaring a strike of Catholics in 
their capacity as customers on Sun- 
days. All Catholics are urged to re- 
frain from making purchases of any 
kind on Sunday. 

This is good news, and if the 
American hierarchy will take the hint 
and not only discountenance making 
purchases—especially in saloons—on 
Sundays, but also of tickets to ball 
games, shows, “sacred” concerts and 
other similar enterprises, they will 
confer a great benefit not only upon 
their own people, but upon all those 
communities whose Sunday peace 
and quietness is now disturbed by 
certain members of the Roman 
Church and others who follow the ex- 
ample they set in the desecration of 
the Sabbath. These persons totally 
ignore the rights of those who desire 
to rest quietly on Sunday, to say 
nothing of people engaged in relig- 
ious exercises. 





The Converted Catholic. 


The Wonderful Book. 


Although the Roman Catholic 
Church does not formally forbid its 
members to read the Bible, it certain- 
ly does not encourage them to do so. 
It will be remembered that Miss 
Helen Miller Gould brought out this 
feature of the Roman system very 
clearly in the controversy she had 
with Father Earley, at Irvington-on- 
Hudson, a few years ago. 

In the London Christian Mr. John 
Pearson, a few weeks ago, wrote 
from an Irish town with a pop- 
ulation of 13,000, and eight book- 
stores, all owned by Roman Catho- 
lics, that he was unable to buy a 
Bible or a Douay Testament in any 
of them. 

At the largest one, the owner said 
he had not a single copy; he did not 
order or keep it, unless one should 
be wanted for administering an oath. 

All those who neglect the reading 
of the Bible, whether Protestants or 
Roman Catholics, suffer great loss in 
many ways, for it is the most won- 
derful book in the world. 

One wonder about the Bible is seen 
in the way in which it has been pro- 
duced. When men write books of 
real value, they often spend much 
time upon their work. Gibbon, for 
example, was twenty years in writ- 
ing his history of the “Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire.” Adam 
Clark spent twenty-six years upon 
his commentary on the Bible. Ban- 
croft gave thirty-five years to his 
History of the United States; and 
Noah Webster thirty-six years to his 
dictionary. 

We read that God made the world 
in six days; but He was 1,500 years 
giving the Bible to men. From the 
time when Moses wrote Genesis, the 


first book in the Bible, till St. John 
wrote the Revelation, the last book 
in the Bible, all those long years 
passed away. This is one wonder 
about the Bible. 

It is wonderful, also, to note how 
many men were employed in writing 
this Book. There were Moses, Sam- 
uel, David, Solomon, Ezra and all the 
prophets in the Old Testament. In 
the New Testament, there were Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, 
and others. In all more than thirty 
persons took part in this work. 

The great differences in the per- 
sonal characters of the writers, and 
of their positions in the world, makes 
the Book all the wonderful. 
Some of them were learned men, as 
Moses and Paul; some un- 
learned, like Peter. were 
kings, as David and Solomon; some 
princes, as Daniel. Some were shep- 
herds; some, farmers; some, fisher- 
men; and one was a tentmaker. Yet 
all wrote with one and the same end 
in view. How is this explained? Only 
thus: “Holy men spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” The 
thoughts of the Bible are God's 
thoughts. The men who did the 
writing wrote what He told them. 
They were His reporters to give the 
world His thoughts. 


more 


were 
Some 


Converting the Catholics. 


A good friend writes: 
ing my subscription for THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for another year, 


In send- 


I find it interesting as usual. One 
of our hired men, who lives in the 
house, is a Catholic, brought up 
strictly, but owing to the death of 
his parents he has had to shift for 
himself. When he came to us he did 


not go to church. Now he goes 
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He has at- 
tended Sunday school also since the 
beginning of the year, and we have 
given him a copy of the Douay Bible, 
which he will consent to read in com- 


with us to our church. 


paring it with ours. 

What is the best way to deal with 
such a person? His relations are.all 
Roman Catholics, but as long as he 
behaves himself and stays in his po- 
sition, they do not think he has any 
special leaning toward another de- 
nomination, even though he attends 
Is it better to 
let things unfold gradually and nat- 
urally? 


a Protestant church. 


I am anxious to see the ending of 
the story in the Magazine. Will it 
run much longer? A month is a long 
time to wait for the next chapter. 

M. E. M. 

[You are doing very well for that 
young man. Besides going to Sun- 
day school and church let him con- 
tinue to read the Bible and this Mag- 
azine and pray for help and guidance, 
and the Lord will care for him. |] 

THe Convertep Catuoric. Vol. 
XXIII, edited by the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor, formerly a Roman Cath- 
olic priest. As time goes on the bound 
volumes of THe CONVERTED CATH- 
OLic not only become increasingly in- 
their character, but as- 
historical value on account 
either of the facts stated in their con- 
tents or the persons who set them 
forth. Volume XXI1|—for the year 
1906—is at hand is well worth 
perusing. The events now transpiring 
in Europe, where the three most 1m- 
portant Catholic nations in the world 
are throwing off the spiritual and in- 
tellectual bondage of the Roman 
Church, make some of the articles con- 
tained in this volume most interesting 
locuments. New York: Jas. A. O’Con- 
nor, Publisher; $1.25.—Chicago Ad- 
vance. 


teresting in 


sume an 


and is 


Mr. Fournier’s Testimony. 


The Rev. C. A. R. Fournier, the 
converted Canadian priest, to whom 
reference has been made several 
THE CONVERTED CATH- 
OLICc, is doing good work in Canada. 
In a recent address he said that cer- 
tain conspicuous converted Catholics 
who had passed to their reward still 
lived on in the minds and hearts of 
the true followers of Jesus Christ. 
Speaking of the time when he was 
a priest, Mr. Fournier said he did not 
even then believe in the doctrines of 
the Church of Rome fully, and ex- 


times in 


pressed his doubts about them to an 
old priest, of whom he thought a 
great deal, and was told that these 
doubts were only temptations of the 
devil, and that as the Catholic Church 
was the only true Church, his reward 
would only be that much the greater 
if he died still having these doubts 


in his mind. This pacified him for a 


time, but after nine years had elapsed 


the suspense became unbearable, and 
he did not rest until he had found 
Christ. His family has cast him off, 
but he is not sorry for having made 
the change, and thanks God that he 
is now a true child of His: he finds 
their loss more than made up by the 
love of God to him and whom he 
now loves as never before. 

Roman Catholicism 
itself, he said that 


nothing about it, and it would be nec- 


In regard to 
Canadians know 
essary for them to go to a purely 
Roman Catholic country in order to 
see it in its true light. 

In conclusion he said the testimony 
of all converted Roman Catholics at 
death has always been, in his experi- 
ence, that they were thankful for the 
step they had taken, and for having 
given themselves to Jesus Christ. 












Bits of Correspondence. 


Norfolk, Va. :—Enclosed 
please find subscription for THE Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLic. I saw a copy of 
it in the Y. M. C. A. here some time 
ago and was talking to the secretary ; 
he told me he was going to keep it 
off the reading tables, as he did not 
wish to antagonize any Roman Cath- 
olics, and since that time I have never 
seen it there. He gave me two or 
three copies of the magazine, and I 
showed them to the pastor of my 
church, who said he saw no reason 


why they should not be there. 
a a 


From 


& 


From Canada:—Enclosed 


please 
find subscription for 1907 for your 
valuable and instructive magazine. 
The fact is that of all my papers and 
magazines I can safely say THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC gives me the most 
genuine intellectual treats. I trust 
that you will be as prosperous and 
successful in the future as you have 
been in the past. W. P. 
& 


From Ogdensburg:—Your mag- 
azine is highly appreciated in our 
home, and we would not like to be 
without it. Some even of our Prot- 
people will not read 
other religious papers will read it. 


One neighbor I gave a copy to a year 


estant who 


ago was reading it lately. I have 
sent a copy to my father’s eldest 
brother, who is unsaved. The way 


of salvation is set forth so plainly and 
simply that I hope it may be a bless- 


ing to him. H. L. P 
& 


From Minnesota: I am pleased to 
renew my subscription to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC; it is a most sub- 
stantial and valuable magazine for 


those in quest of the true way to 
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God, as also the truth about the great 


errors of Catholicism. 
& 

From Michigan :—I cannot do with- 
out your Magazine, and I wish you 
great success in your work. You may 
perhaps remember that I called to see 
you on my way from Cuba. I am still 
interested in the conversion of the 


Spanish peoples. V. K. V. D. 


Lax T: 


a 

From Belfast, Ireland:—Tue Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC is greatly valued 
here and each copy is carefully read by 
a large number of people. It is con- 
stantly in circulation among willing 
readers. May the present year be rich 
in blessing to you personally, and may 
your Magazine be greatly owned of 
God in setting free thousands of prec- 
ious souls from the bondage of super- 


stition. W. J. M. 
& 


From Wisconsin :—I wish to thank 
you for your consoling words when I 
left the Roman Catholic Church, and 
also for the comfort I have so often 
received from your Magazine. I hope 
that many Roman Catholics may read 
the Magazine to the good of their 
souls. You can count on me for a life 
subscriber. W. J. H. 

a 

From California :—I want the Mag- 
azine as long as I live, for if it was 
not for the information it contains I 
should be almost afraid that the coun- 
try was becoming Roman Catholic. 
The neighborhood in which I live has 
They 


are all Catholics, and very ignorant; 


been filled up with Portuguese. 


and I understand that things are much 
the same all through Northern Califor- 
nia. I think it very dangerous to see 
our fair country taken possession of by 
such a class of people. Gc. i. 
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Bound Volume for 1906. 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, Vol. 
XXIII, edited by the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor, formerly a Roman Catholic 
priest; New York, 138 W. 97th street. 

As time goes on, the bound volumes 
of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC not only 
interesting in 
their character, but assume an histori- 
cal value on account either of the 
facts stated in their contents or the 
persons who set them forth. 

Volume XXIII—for the year 1906 
The events now 
transpiring in Europe, where the three 


become increasingly 


—is a case in point. 


most important Catholic nations in the 
world are throwing off the spiritual 
and intellectual bondage of the Roman 
Church, make some of the articles con- 
tained in this volume historic docu- 
Of such are “God’s Hand in 
the Redemption of Italy,” by Bishop 
“The 
France,” by the Rev. H. Merle D’Au- 


ments. 


Burt; Religious Crisis in 
bigné; the letter from the Baroness 
von Zedtwitz, on page 37 ; “The Evolu- 
tion of the Papacy,” on page 136; and 
“The Lima School Case,” by Counsel- 
lor Morrell, on page 143. Pages 176 
the Baroness von 
Zedtwitz’s remarkable book, “The 
Double Doctrine of the Church of 
and contain the historic letter 


to 179 deal with 


Rome,” 
of renunciation of the Roman Church 
written by her sister, the Marquise des 
Rome, in 


Monstiers Merinville, in 


which she said: “I now for ever re- 
pudiate and cast off the yoke of Rome,” 
and a letter from the Baroness von 
Zedtwitz, in which she says: “I have 
renounced absolutely the Roman Cath- 


olic Church and repudiate its corrupt- 


ing tendencies.” On page 211 is the 
Rev. J. S. Slattery’s article, “The Ro- 
man Church Cannot Be Reformed ;” 
and on page 303, the same priest tells 


“How My Priesthood Dropped from 
Me.” The theological and evangelical 
articles fully maintain the reputation of 
the Magazine; there are many of the 
Editor’s open “Letters to Cardinal Gib- 
bons,” and on page 373 is an original 
poem from the pen of Dr. A. T. Pier- 
son. 

There are several portraits, those of 
Bishop Burt, the Baroness von Zedt- 
witz and Garibaldi being especially 
fine; of equal interest are the portraits 
of a number of Roman Catholic priests 
who, during 1906, have been converted 
to Protestantism under the ministry of 
the Rev. James A. O’Connor. The 
testimonies of those men, on many 
pages of the Magazine, afford striking 
evidence of the power of the simple 
Gospel of the grace of God. 

For more than a quarter of a century 
the Editor of THe Convertep CaTH- 
otic, besides successfully conducting 
this unique publication, has so carried 
on the evangelistic work of Christ’s 
Mission, an institution founded by Mr. 
©’Connor, that one result of his labors 
has been the conversion of 120 priests 
from the Roman Catholic Church. 

Those priests are received into 
Christ’s Mission, instructed and helped 
until they are established in the new 
life that opens up to them as Protestant 
Christians. 

The price of the bound Volume is 
$1.25; the annual subscription to the 
Magazine is $1.00. It is published at 
138 W. 97th street, New York. 


From Massachusetss:—It has been 
with great interest that we have read 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC loaned 
to us by a friend; and for a long 
time we have thought we would sub- 
scribe for it. The time now seems 
doubly ripe to do so. J. &. ¥F. 
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THE VIRGIN MARY: THE BIBLE VIEW, CONTRASTED WITH THE 
ROMAN. 


BY REV. JOSEPH 


HERE is no mere human per- 
sonality mentioned in the 
Bible about whom so many precious 
interests cluster as that of Mary, the 
Virgin. Mother of Jesus. She was 
evidently designated to be that 
Mother in the eternal mind of 
Jehovah. 

During four thousand years mag- 
nificent preparations and beneficent 
arrangements were made for the 
birth of her Divine Son. Seven cen- 
turies and a half before His birth 
Isaiah predicted that a “virgin should 
conceive and bear a son and that His 
name should be Immanuel.” Micah, 
about seven centuries before Mary 
brought forth her first-born Son, 
foretold the place of his birth. And 
as it was made known to David that 
Messiah should be of a certain family 
of his tribe, twc inspired Evangel 
writers have traced the Virgin’s an- 
cestry and that of her espoused hus- 
band to the royal house of David. 
The prophet Haggai fixed the ultra 
limit of time for Christ’s appearance, 
and according to the usage of Orien- 
tal royalty, it was predicted by Mala- 
chi that when the Prince of Peace was 
ready to make His entrance on the 
theatre of this world, a herald should 
be sent in advance to prepare His 
way and to announce to the daughter 
of Zion the advent of her king. 

But when the fulness of time had 
come that God should become incar- 
nate, Jehovah commissioned an angel 
to visit Mary at Nazareth and an- 
nounce the coming of the wondrous 
event; and with that quietude with 
which only celestial natures move, to 


SANDERSON, 


D.D., LL. D., NEW YORK. 


a holy maiden in her retirement, the 
angel Gabriel appears. So the 
Evangel record reads, “The angel 
Gabriel was sent from God unto a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of 
David, and the virgin’s name was 
Mary.” 

It is worthy of note, that whenever 


these 


Luke i: 20, 27. 


heavenly visitants appear in 


connection with announce 


ments there is nothing to excite ter- 


Gospel 
ror in their appearance. They have 
no flaming swords in their hands, as 
if they would bar from all approach 
stained and 


one of man’s polluted 


nature. They appear only as radiant 


messengers of peace, soothing by 
kind words any momentary pertur 
bation of spirits in those to whom 
they appeared, and a* once entering 
into conversation with them as a man 
speaketh to a friend. 

In the case of the visit of the angel 
to this virgin, it seemed as if there 
was something in the circumstances 


The 


person to whom the angel comes is a 


or conditions to inspire terror. 


young virgin woman, unaccustomed, 
by reason of the poverty of her con- 
dition, to converse with any but her 
own family and friends, and at the 
time of the angel's visit, retired in her 
chamber, even from them, and it is 
reasonably conjectured reading a roll 
of prophecy regarding the Messiah 
and engaged in an act of devotion. 

finds 


illuminated 


In these circumstances she 


her chamber suddenly 
with a celestial presence and herself 


addressed in these words of mystert- 
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“Hail, thou that art 
highly favored. The Lord is with 
thee. Blessed art tiou among 
women.” 

The record tells us that she was 
troubled at this. But the trouble 
does not seem to be on: of fear, or 
distress, or of apprehended danger; 
but only a natural discomposure 
of spirits, occasioned by the sudden- 
ness of the celestial appearance and 
the struggling of contending conjec- 
tures as to what might be the design 
or object of the angel’s visit. “She 
was troubled,” it was 1elated, “and 
cast in her mind what manner of sal- 
utation this might be.” She is assured 
in an instant that it is a kind saluta- 
tion, and whatever amazement may 
be inspired by any subsequent an- 
she 


“Thou hast foand favor 


ous import: 


nouncement, must be assured 
first of this- 
with God.” 

The mysterious announcement is 
then made that she has been singled 
out for the greatest honor that could 
be conferred upon the daughters of 
She is designated in the 
choices of eternity to be the mother 
of the promised Messiah, and that 
one should shortly be born of her 
who should succeed to the throne of 
David—a throne that should outlive 
all human dynasties, and one whose 
kingdom should have no end. About 
the human difficulties that may seem 
to be lying in the way of the fulfil- 
ment of this prediction—difficulties 
to which she referred—she was not 


men. 


Miracles had 
marked the birth of some of the most 


to trouble herself. 


eminent and forerunners of 
Christ should not be 
wanting now. “Therefore,” the angel 


types 


and miracles 


«ay 


seemed to say to Mary, “limit not, O 
blessed Virgin, the Divine possibili- 
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ties; God hath spoken and shall He 
not bring it to pass? That Holy thing 
that shall be born of thee shal! be 
called the Son of God.” 

At the conclusion of this announce- 
ment all the doubtings of the pious 
maiden are gone. The prediction to 
which she had just listened was one 
which might expose her character to 
reproach, and even her life to hazard, 
but the only words we hear from her 
are those of majestic resignedness to 
the purposes of God—‘Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word.” 

There is no Biblical record that 
Mary related the circumstances of 
this interview to any human being. 
But in consequence of this communi- 
cation from the angel, she determines 
upon undertaking the journey to her 
cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth lived at 


Hebron on the southern portion of 


Palestine, at a distance from Naza- 
reth of about eighty miles, and the 
road thereto lying through a moun- 
tainous But doubt- 
that to confer with 
like herseli, had been 
subject of Divine maniiesta- 
tions, might not only give some 
strengthening to faith, but 
might also enlist the suffrages of 
those pious relatives at Hebron on 
her behalf should she, in conse- 
quence of what was to come to pass, 


country. she 
less reasoned 
one 


the 


who, 


her 


become subjected to any unmerited 
reproach. 

The result of the visit exceeds her 
most pious expectations. By a spe- 
cial revelation from heaven Elizabeth 
is apprized beforehand of the immor- 
tal honor bestowed upon her youth- 
ful relative, and she feels it a dignity 
conferred upon her humble dwelling 








to be allowed to give shelter to so 
favored and blessed a guest. 

Mary is so overwhelmed with 
gratitude and joy to find Elizabeth 
vouchsafing testimony after testi- 
mony to her; to hear words of in- 
spiration from her cousin’s lips; to 
find herself anticipated in all the in- 
formation which it might have cost 
her some pain to have disclosed— 
even that of being with child—seems 
to have filled the soul of the pious 
virgin with emotions of overpowering 
gratitude, and she consequently 
pours forth the inspirations of that 
magnificent hymn recorded in the 
second chapter of Luke’s gospel, in 
which are the words, “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour.” After 
remaining with her cousin Elizabeth 
about three months, the virgin re- 
turned to her own home. 

At this point in the Scripture nar- 
rative we have the inspired record of 
Joseph’s character, the man to whom 
Mary was espoused, or, in modern 
phrase, engaged to be married. The 
description of Joseph’s character is 
very brief, but very expressive. He 
is declared to have been “a just man” 
—a title which in Scripture is given 
to some of the most eminent saints 
of God. It might, indeed, be taken 
for granted that to none but a just 
man would Mary have permitted her- 
self to be betrothed; but more than 
this, there is evidence given in the 
Bible that he was a man who stood 
high in the favor of God; that he was 
actuated by feelings of real kindness 
to Mary, and ignorant of the cause of 
her pregnancy, but dreading the con- 
sequences to her of any public ex- 
posure, as the Jewish law would have 
subjected her to death by stoning, 


The Converted Catholic. 







Joseph “was minded to put her 
away” or to break the engagement 
of marriage, “privily.” This intention 
of Joseph brings to him a special 
communication from heaven and 
furnishes another link in the chain of 
angelic testimonies that Jesus is in- 
deed the Son of the Most High God. 
It brings also another proof of the 
fulfilment of that imperishable proph- 
ecy—" Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and have a son and they shall call his 
name Immanuel.” “While Joseph 
thought on these things,” is the Bible 
record, “behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is of the Holy Ghost.” 

Joseph’s compliance with the 
heavenly counsel comports with all we 
should expect of one chosen to so 
high a dignity. He was not disobedi- 
ent to the celestial vision and 
hesitated no longer to fulfil his es- 
pousals. Thus by his union with 
these manifest advantages 
were secured—that of putting honor 
on the holy state of matrimony, that 
of protecting the character of the 
blessed Virgin from and 
that of providing a _ responsible 
guardian for the holy child Jesus dur- 
ing the period of His infant years. 
“Then Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him and took unto him 
his wife, and he knew her not until 
she had brought forth her first-born 
son.” 

With this Bible account of the Vir- 
gin Mary’s character and conduct 
plainly set before us, we should 
cheerfully concede her claims to the 


Mary 


reproach, 








sincere esteem and respect of every 
follower of Jesus. 

Considering, however, the latent 
tendency of our depraved human 
nature, to hero worship and idolatry, 
it should not, perhaps, excite our sur- 
prise that one singled out for the 
Mother of the eternal Son of God 
should become the object of supersti- 
tious adoration and be invested with 
attributes to which she had not the 
slightest claim. No such claim, in- 
deed, was made by the Christian 
church for a considerable period of 
its history. No divine honors were 
paid to Mary to the fifth century. 
The question of her own immaculate 
‘onception was not raised till the 
twelfth century, and it was only from 
the sixteenth century onwards that 

rise of that foul stream of Roman 
corruption can be traced, which in 
i854 culminated in Pope Pius IX de- 
reeing the Immaculate Conception 
of the Virgin. This idolatrous exal- 
tation of the Virgin Mary has tended 
to deprive her of the honor due unto 
her name. But every Bible Christian 
should dismiss from his mind the 
Roman idea of the Virgin altogether 
—as only caricature and blasphemy, 
and look only at the meek, pure, holy 
portrait of the Virgin presented to 
us in God’s Word. 

Every Christian in studying this 
subject should possess his mind with 
the awakening and imposing thought 
that when God chose from the 
daughters of men one who should be 
the consecrated temple of His Divin- 
ity; one who should be joined in un- 
speakable union with the Holy and 
ternal Spirit; one whose very sub- 
stance should be formed into the God- 
man, incarnate; one concerning 
whom the Christian church from an 
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early age has sung that “He is 
Christ, the King of Glory, Christ. the 
Everlasting Son of the Father, and 
that when He took upon Him to de- 
liver man, He did not abhor the Vir- 
gin’s womb.” 

If Bible readers would possess 
themselves with the thoughts and 
conceptions regarding Mary that the 
testimony of Scripture warrants, they 
never would entertain anything but 
the highest respect for her whom all 
generations should call blessed. 
After this testimony to Mary in her 
early life there are but few allusions 
to her afterwards in Gospel story; 
and there are few, probably for the 
reason that we have no account of 
the grave of Moses, lest there should 
be a disposition to worship her. The 
few allusions to her afterwards, how- 
ever, favor the conclusion that Mary 
was one who was filled with a pecu- 
liarly large measure of the grace of 
God. The first part of the salutation 
made to her by the angel, for in- 
stance, is one which Scripture has ap- 
plied to no other human being. The 
translators of the Bible have made 
three endeavors to render it, “Hail, 
thou art highly favored,” “Hail, thou 
art graciously accepted,” “Hail, thou 
art much graced,” while the render- 
ing of Wyckliffe and Tyndall is 
“Hail, thou art full of grace.” The 
announcement of the angel js that 
she “has found favor with God.” 
The inspired testimony of Elizabeth 
is “Blessed art thou among women,” 
and her own words uttered under the 
power of inspiration are, “All gener- 
ations shall call me blessed.” Surely 
such testimonies vindicate Mary’s 
claims to an unsurpassed holiness of 
character which every Bible Chris- 
tian is bound to respect and admire. 
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But she was not faultless. She 
erred and was chided by her own 
Divine Son and by her own Saviour 
for erring. And the Bible, ever 
truthful, and never more truthful 
than when recording the faults and 
infirmities of saints, has given the in- 
spired record of these her errors and 
the Saviour’s chidings therefor. 

But these infirmities of the blessed 
Virgin seem only as a foil or back- 
ground in which to set off the saintly 
meekness which appears to have 
been the distinguishing grace of her 
character, and a meekness which 
never shone so brilliantly as on the 
two occasions on which she was re- 
proved. Moreover, when we con- 
sider the tendency of our nature to 
spiritual pride, and when we remem- 
ber that an humbling thorn was 
needful in order to keep Paul from 
being puffed up with the abundance 
of his revelations, the marvel is, that 
one so designated to the highest 
honor which the Infinite God ever 
conferred upon our nature should, 
throughout her life, have preserved a 
deportment of such heavenly and 
sweet humility ; that she should have 
shunned the crowd; that she should 
have courted retirement; that she 
should have merged all personal am- 
bitions in the glory and honor of her 
Divine Son; that she should be will- 
ing to be overlooked, to be disre- 
garded, to be forgotten, to be utterly 
lost sight of, so only that she might 
perform for her Saviour the servant’s 
part, so that she might stand to the 
last moment by the side of His bitter 
cross, and then contentedly disappear 
from gospel scenes and be seen no 
more among men, except on that 
upper room for prayer, on the day of 
Pentecost. This was humility; this 
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was meekness. For this alone, if for 
nothing else, ought all generations 
call her blessed. 

It is even possible, however, in 
contemplating a character so lovely 
as this, a feeling of spiritual envy 
might almost come over us; and 
some One Or more might be almost 
ready to take up the words of that 
woman, as they are recorded in the 
Gospel, who said to Jesus, “Blessed 
is the womb that bore thee and the 


paps which thou hast sucked.” 
Should such a thought occur to any, 
there is something better, we are as- 
sured, than even that blessedness at- 
tainable. There is a blessedness, an 
attainable blessedness, far higher 
than the greatest official designation 
that could be accorded to any human 
being—even higher than that of be- 
ing the mother of Jesus, for we have 
it from the lips of Jesus himself, in 
answer to the words of that very 
woman, “Rather blessed are they 
that hear the word of God and keep 
it.” In the estimation of Him who 
is gone back to heaven the ties of 
grace are far dearer to Him than the 
ties of earthly kindred. He may love 
Joseph, the wedded companion of 
His mother and the guardian of His 
infant flight into Egypt; He may love 
Mary, whose soul was pierced with 
many sorrows on account of His 
cruel and ignominious death upon the 
cross; He may love James, and 
Joses and Simon, brethren beloved 
in the flesh and in the Lord, but 
ecually high, at least in the Divine 
regards, stands every child of God 
who has yielded to the power of His 
enlightening and converting Spirit, 
who has given himself up to a life of 
holy obedience, who has presented 
body, soul and spirit unto God as 
a living sacrifice, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
walking in His ways, for Jesus Him- 
self said, “Whosoever shall do the 
will of my Father, who is in heaven, 
the same is my brother, and sister, 
and mother.” 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER XII—Continued. 
WOLVES AMONG THE FLOCK. 


“TJ am very glad, indeed,” said Geraldine to Mrs. Moore, ‘“ that 
Mr. Saunders has been visiting you. It is a great encouragement to us, 
and should stir us up to pray more earnestly for our ministers, that God 
would pour out His Spirit upon them. Did Mr. Saunders visit any of 
the other cottagers ?” 

“Yes; I hear he called on every family in the Row; and, thanks to 
you, was for the most part well received.” 

“Why thanks to me?” 

“Because, you see, ma’am, you found us all rude and ignorant, and 
prepared the way for the minister. You showed us what true religion was, 
and taught us to respect it; so that when Mr. Saunders spoke so nicely, 
every one could understand what he meant, and listened to him respect- 
fully instead of scoffing or jeering, as they would have done a few months 
ago.” 

“IT am very glad to hear you say so; but what about Mrs. Martin? 
Did he call upon her?” 

“He did; and I understand that what he said made a great impression 
on her, and that she has promised to read the Scriptures and give up 
going to the Romish chapel, till she considers the subject better. I hear 
the nuns are very angry at her letting Mr. Saunders into the house, and 
had some high words about it, which vexed her a good deal, and I would 
not be surprised if it turned her against them.” 

“T am afraid they will not so easily relinquish their prey; so you must 
try to help the poor woman, and find out, if you can, if she would like 
me to see her.” 

As Geraldine was returning to Oakfield, she met Mr. Saunders on 
his way to Sandford Row. A bright smile lighted up his features. Warmly 
shaking hands, he exclaimed: 

“I am so pleased to meet you, Miss De Lisle, and have the op- 
portunity of thanking you for all the good you have effected in Sandford 
Row. I wish we had many more such helpers in the parish. I find that 
while we have been sleeping, you have been diligently working; but I 
trust that this state of things will be altered for the future, as far as I am 
concerned. I feel, however, so ignorant and inexperienced that I need to 
be taught myself; so I intend to visit an old friend, who is an excellent 
clergyman. He and his wife are both earnest Christians. I am ashamed 
to say | thought little of them in by-gone days, but I would now gladly 
sit at their feet as a learner.” 

“Are you not coming up soon to Oakfield?” inquired Geraldine. 
They expected you every day last week, and wondered at your absence. 
] merely apologized for you that evening as you desired me, but did not 
give any reason for your not fulfilling your engagement with them.” 
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“IT am afraid my conduct must have appeared extraordinary,” replied 
the curate gravely; “but I will call, if possible, to-morrow, and announce 
my change of views. I fear it will annoy them very much, kind though 
they be; but it is part of the cross one must be ready to bear for con- 
science sake, and | must not shrink from it any longer.” 

Next morning Mr. Saunders called at Oakfield. What passed did not 
transpire, as Geraldine was engaged with her pupil in the school-room, 
but she was distressed at finding Caroline in the library bathed in tears. 
When Geraldine expressed her sympathy, she declared (with a slight 
shade of displeasure) that there was nothing really the matter; and when 
she rejoined the family circle all traces of emotion had vanished, and she 
appeared in even greater spirits than usual. The next day she seemed 
excited and feverish, yet persisted in accompanying her mother and sister 
to an evening party. On her return, however, she became seriously ill, 
and the physician was called in. He pronounced her case to be one of 
low fever, though not of an infectious type. Geraldine devoted all her 
spare hours to the invalid, and had the satisfaction of feeling that her 
kind offices were gratefully appreciated by each member of the household. 
After a fortnight’s illness Caroline began slowly to amend, and by de- 
grees regain her former strength. A striking change seemed to have 
passed over her, and subdued her vivacity into thoughtful seriousness. 


CHAPTER XIII. 
AN UNEXPECTED SUITOR. 


Caroline Roberts rapidly regained her health. One evening, her 
mother and sister having gone to an evening party, Caroline, with some 
embarrassment, remarked to Geraldine that she had long wished for an 
opportunity of thanking her for her kindness during her illness. 

“It was so undeserved on my part, that I feel I cannot forgive myself 
for my rudeness to you that evening when you inquired the cause of my 
grief. You little knew the bitter storm which was raging in my heart. 
I felt afterwards that I had been most ungracious in treating you so.” 

Then, as Geraldine was about to interrupt her with protestations 
against any apology, she continued. 

“You must not excuse me! You meant nothing but kindness, and my 
rudeness was unjustifiable. I will tell you the cause of my trouble. Mr. 
Saunders told me that day all that had occurred the evening of the ball; 
for I was very angry, as you know, at his absenting himself so suddenly, 
and then remaining away a whole week without explanation. Though 
most reluctant to involve you in any difficulty, he was obliged to con- 
fess, through my cross-questioning, that what you had said had made 
such an impression upon him as to determine him to give up for the 
future all frivolous amusements, and devote himself to the care of his 
parish. I tried to laugh him out of his resolution, and declared I was 
not going to allow him to become a Puritan, nor intended to give up the 
society of my friends to mope at home. He solemnly declared that his 
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mind was made up on the subject irrevocably; that,God helping him, he would 
never return to his former habits; and that he expected me, as his future wife, 
to be ready to conform to his wishes in this respect. Alas!” continued Caro- 
line with much emotion, “my pride and love of pleasure stifled my better feel- 
ings, and I told him I would never become a ‘Pharisee’ even for his sake, and 
that he had better seek an enthusiast like himself. He was, as you may sup- 
pose, deeply hurt, and, in the mildest manner, said, if that were my reply, it 
were better that we should part, however painful the separation, as two could 
not walk together unless they were agreed; that I might have spared the lat- 
ter part of my speech, as he would never marry, but give himself entirely 
to his ministerial duties, either here, or in some foreign mission. In this 
miserable manner we parted, and then my illness followed. I felt one 
night very ill, and feared I was going to die. All my past life rose up 
before me. I remembered what you told Mr. Saunders about our having to 
give an account of ourselves to God, and I prayed most earnestly to 
Him not to take me away in my sins, but for the Saviour’s sake to pardon 
me and to raise me up again to lead a new life. He answered my prayer, 
for the next day the doctor declared me much better, and I began to mend. 
So now, dear Miss De Lisle,” continued she, affectionately throwing her 
arm around the governess and kissing her warmly, “I want you to give 
me all the help you can in my new resolution. I have listened sometimes 
while Lily was having her Bible iesson from you, and some of your teach- 
ing came into my mind that terrible night. I remember you saying that 
God was always more ready to hear than we were to pray, and that the 
Lord Jesus never refused the cry of any poor sinner. That gave me 
courage when I was almost in despair. I longed so often to speak to 
you since my illness, but mamma and Julia were always present. I 
persuaded them to go out to-night, so that we might have a comfortable 
talk together before I said anything to them on the subject. I am very 
ignorant, and shall be so glad if you will let me read the Scriptures with 
you and Lily; and when I am well enough I will visit with you in the 
district, so that after a while I may be of some use in this world.” 

“Dear Miss Roberts, I cannot tell how delighted I am at this happy 
change. I reinarked a great alteration since your illness, and had hoped 
you were thinking more seriously, but had no idea you had such good 
news to tell me. What a help you will be to me in my district, and how 
very thankful Mr. Saunders will be when he finds you have become like- 
minded to himself.” 

“Ah!” replied Caroline, “I fear he will never forget those bitter and 
unkind words I said. I do not know how I shall ever have courage to 
meet him again. I would give worlds to recall them, but it is now too 
late. I know now that I am not by any means good enough to be a 
clergyman’s wife; but it would be an inexpressible relief to me if he could 
know how deeply I regret my folly.” 

“My dear Miss Roberts, I would advise you not to distress yourself 
on that point. Do what is right, and leave all these difficulties in God’s 
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hands. There is no use in mourning over the past; and, as for the future, 
are we not exhorted in Scripture to cast our cares upon our gracious 
Heavenly Father? The hearts of all men are in His hands, and He has 
promised that all things shall work together for the good of His children. 
If we had more faith we should always have a quiet mind; trusting in 
His love and power and faithfulness, which can turn our very afflictions 
into blessings.” 

“Yes, indeed,” replied Caroline thoughtfully; “the trouble you were 
in about poor Martin led you to speak to Mr. Saunders, and do him so 
much good; and but for my late unhappiness and the illness I have had, I 
should have continued still worldly and unhumbled; so I shall take your 
advice, and try to banish vain regrets.” 

Caroline Roberts took an early opportunity of acquainting her family 
with the change which she had experienced. However surprised they 
might be at the revelation, they were too amiable to thwart her in her 
inclinations. Her recent illness afforded a good excuse for remaining at 
home, so she and Geraldine were enabled peacefully to enjoy some quiet 
evenings together, much to their mutual satisfaction. Ere long their 
privacy was invaded by the vicar, who laughingly declared his intention 
of trying to discover the mysterious charm which had lured them from 
fashionable society. This whim occasioned much amusement to his 
nieces, who had not the slightest suspicion of his real motives. Mr. 
Roberts, on his introduction to the young governess, had been, as we 
saw, captivated by her musical skill, joined, as it was, to a very pleasing 
countenance and lady-like manner. This feeling had ripened into admira- 
tion and esteem, as he had, by his intimacy in the household, constant 
opportunities of observing her good sense and amiability, till he deter- 
mined to use every effort to secure the possessor of so many attractions 
as the mistress of his handsome and luxurious home. The only difficulty 
was the possibility of objections from his family, on the score of Geral- 
dine’s inferior position; but his apprehensions were removed by a re- 
mark of his brother. Discussing with him‘one evening the probability 
of a reconciliation between Mr. Saunders and his daughter, he remarked 
in a jocular tone: 

“T really think it quite unfair, however, that the curate should get 
the start of the vicar. It is quite time, Henry, that you should marry. 
If you were not so terribly fastidious I would recommend Miss De 
Lisle, who would make you a capital wife, and one any man might be 
proud to marry.” 

“ I am delighted you have mentioned it!” rejoined the vicar eagerly; 
“T have long viewed her with the deepest admiration, but was afraid to 
broach the subject, fearing you might not approve of the match.” 

“Is it because she has no fortune?” inquired Mr. Roberts with a 
smile. “Surely a man of your wealth need not give that matter a second 
consideration. She is a nice, lady-like girl, and fitted to adorn any society, 
and I know Mary and the girls are very fond of her.” 
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This conversation dispelled the vicar’s scruples, and he eagerly sought 
every opportunity of improving his acquaintance with the young gov- 
erness. Ascertaining she was in the habit of studying each day in the 
library, while her pupil practiced her music in the school-room, he went 
thither the following day. 

As the vicar was so frequently at Oakfield, and Geraldine had met 
him in the hall that morning, she continued her studies undisturbed by 
his presence; but he seemed determined to interrupt her. He examined 
every book on the table, as if in search of something, and ended by up- 
setting an ink bottle on the table-cloth in his confusion. Geraldine care- 
fully removed all she could of the ink stains, and quietly returned to 
her book, but the vicar continued so restless and fidgety that she asked 
if he were in search of anything in which she could assist him. He re- 
plied that he was most anxious to obtain information on a very important 
matter, and hoped she would kindly forgive his intrusion, and favor him 
with her attention for a few minutes. 

“Certainly!” replied Geraldine pleasantly, trusting that it was con- 
nected with parochial matters, about which his conscience had at last 
been aroused. To her surprise and dismay he proceeded to a fervent 
declaration of his attachment, assured her of a cordial welcome from his 
family, and mentioned the comfortable, and even luxurious, home he 
hoped to have the pleasure of placing at her disposal. 

Geraldine’s astonishment and embarrassment at first struck her dumb. 
At length, however, as the vicar anxiously waited her reply, she ex- 
pressed her gratitude for his disinterested preference for a friendless 
stranger, and her regret that she was unable to comply with his request. 
She was about to leave the room, when the vicar eagerly inquired the 
ground of her objections. 

“Though I am sure you consider me a careless fellow, and very in- 
ferior to what I ought to be, yet, once I find myself under your salutary 
influence, I shall become as zealous and painstaking as you can desire.” 

“O, Mr. Roberts!” replied Geraldine seriously, “that would be a fatal 
delusion. I am weak and erring myself, and require help and support; 
nor is it in the power of any one to turn the heart of another; that lies 
in the hand of God alone.” 

‘But you forget, Miss De Lisle,” rejoined the vicar, shifting his 
ground of attack, “what a blessing you would be to the parish. As the 
vicar’s wife you would possess much greater influence, and your means 
of usefulness would be considerably increased.” 

“That is not the chief point of consideration, Mr. Roberts,” replied 


Geraldine; “the Bible says that two cannot walk together unless they 
be agreed, and you and I are decidedly of opposite opinions on subjects 
of the most vital importance. Besides, I have no intention of changing 
my present condition; therefore, however grateful I feel for your kind 
intentions, I cannot regard you in any other light than that of a friend.” 


So saying, she hurried from the room before the vicar could make any 
further remonstrance. 
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Mr. Roberts’ proposal occasioned Miss De Lisle much distress. She 
could not bear the idea of causing pain to any one. Her first impulse 
was to resign her situation and seek another home. 

Next day, as Geraldine was proceeding to her district, she met Mr. 
Saunders. To his great thankfulness she informed him of the happy 
change which had take place in Caroline Roberts since his last visit to 
Oakfield, and her deep regret at her conduct on that occasion. Returning 
home some hours later, she was not surprised at finding him reinstated 
in the family circle, and the young people radiant with delight at the 
prospect of Caroline’s marriage, which had been arranged to take place 
as soon as possible. All seemed pleased, with the exception of the vicar, 
who, to Geraldine’s great distress, appeared melancholy and depressed. 

One evening, after retiring to her room, she was followed by Caroline 
Roberts, who remarked that, being struck with her uncle’s depression, he 
had, in answer to her pressing inquiries, revealed the secret of his un- 
happiness, and asked her to use her influence with Geraldine on his be- 
half. The affectionate girl proceeded eagerly to enumerate his amiable 
qualities, and the advantages which his wealth and position would se- 
cure for her future comfort and independence, and thereby greatly enlarge 
her means of usefulness. 

It was a great trial to poor Geraldine to resist such earnest pleadings, 
and reject the proffered affection of a family who had treated her so 
kindly. Realizing the imperative necessity for speaking plainly she re- 
plied: 

“T feel grateful for the kindness I have invariably received from you 
all, and it grieves me inexpressibly to appear thankless, and be a cause 
of unhappiness to your uncle; but I told him before, that, however much 
I appreciate his generous preference for me, I cannot return his affection.” 

“But,” persisted Caroline, “could you not try to feel more warmly 
towards him? You seem, he says, to avoid him in every way, and treat 
him with coldness and reserve.” 

“If that be the case,” rejoined Geraldine sadly, “my path of duty is 
clear. I must take the earliest opportunity of seeking another home, though 
I shall greatly regret separating from such kind and valued friends.” 


Caroline was grieved at this untoward result of her errand, and en- 
deavored to overrule Geraldine’s objections in vain. The following morn- 
ing Geraldine acquainted Mrs. Roberts with her intentions, and solicited 
her interest amongst her friends for another suitable situation. Although 
distressed at losing her governess’ valuable services, the kind matron could 
not but acknowledge the prudence of her decision. In the course of the 
following week she informed Geraldine she had received an application 
from a distant relative, who had always been considered very amiable. 
She was married to a wealthy man, and offered a liberal salary for her 
governess, who would be kindly treated, and comfortably provided for. 
After a brief correspondence Geraldine departed to her new sphere of duty 
at Belleville, followed by the good wishes and heartfelt regrets of the 
family at Oakfield, 


(To be continued. ) 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 
SEVENTH SERIES, 
IX. 
New York, SEPTEMBER, 1907. 

Sir:—The Apostle Paul tells us not to be weary in well doing, but I con- 
fess that of late I have felt somewhat tired of writing about the meddling in 
American political matters by the leaders of your Church; I would much rather 
use my time and space in setting forth the truths of the Gospel of Christ, 
of which your prelates and priests often show such deplorable ignorance. 

During the last few weeks, however, the Federation of Catholic Societies 
has been forced upon the attention of the American public. Not only by its 
annual convention at Indianapolis, in July, but by the boasts openly made in 
Jersey City, by Bishop James A. McFaul, of Trenton. 

The annual convention of this Federation was held at Indianapolis, Ind., 
in July, when 3,000 delegates were present. A few days before this conven- 
tion met Bishop James A. McFaul, of Trenton, N. J., one of the founders of the 
Federation, and its chief prophet, set forth the purposes of the order in an 
address in Jersey City, when he said that “the kind of politics we want to de- 
velop” is “the civil, religious and social interests of the Roman Church.” 
While denying that there was any purpose on the part of the hierarchy to 
use the Federation for the creation of a separate political party—like the 
German Catholic Center—he pointed out that the organization might obtain 
the appointment of more Roman Catholic teachers in American public schools, 
and he “told how a delegation representing a number of Catholic Societies 
of New Jersey went to Trenton and had a bill which threatened to impose 
a tax on parochial schools immediately amended by the cutting out of the 
objectionable and ambiguously worded clauses. This amendment, Bishop 
McFaul said, had been denied when one man requested it, but when the 
delegation representing thousands of Catholic voters made the demand it 
was quickly acceded to and coupled with a request ‘not to stir up a hornet’s 
nest.’”’ You see, Cardinal, while this Bishop declared the Federation was not 
in politics, he gave a very practical demonstration of the efficacy of his political 
management in the interests of the Roman Church. After showing what the 
Federation had done at Trenton he referred to the work accomplished in Con- 
gress at Washington, “where it has been instrumental in defeating the Bard 
amendment affecting Catholic Indian Schools and in the tabling of the 
Stephens bill.”” These are two measures having for their object the preven- 
tion of the payment of public money for the support of Catholic sectarian 
schools. Dr. McFaul continued: 

“It was the Catholic Federation that fought for a proper settlement 
of Church property in the Philippines.” As we know too well, they won their 
battle there. “Furthermore,” continued the Bishop, “the Catholic Federation 
has, within the past five years, taken up the question of the free public libraries 
and seen that Catholic books are placed on their shelves. In all these things 
we have made progress, and the particular reason is because we are a unit.” 
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While the Catholic Federation has fought successfully for placing Catho- 
lic books in the public libraries, sustained by public money, it has been equally 
successful in excluding Protestant literature—especially THe CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 3ishop McFaul does not say that the Inquisition has yet been 
established in this country, but he boasts that the Federation as “a unit” 
has been able to inaugurate a branch of the Index of Forbidden Books in the 
United States.” 

3ishop McFaul’s determination to leave no stone unturned to obtain public 
funds from the State of New Jersey for the support of schools in which 
children are brought up to be loyal subjects of the Pope above the President 
and to put the command of the priest above any human law, was expressed 
once more in the plainest possible terms. “We insist,” he said, “that if in our 
schools we give the quantity and quality of education demanded by the State 
laws, the State ought to put down the cash, and we'll never get to that posi- 
tion unless you men stand together and say, ‘We will stand this burden and 
grievance no longer’. This is one reason for federation. We want to get a 
strong public opinion among the Catholic laity so that we can put our hands 
on this lever and say, ‘This is what we want, and this is what we must have.’ ” 

At the annual convention of the Federation at Indianapolis, July 14-17, 
the secretary’s report said that the mission of the Paulist Fathers to make 
Papists of Protestants—missions to non-Catholics they euphemistically 
style them—had received encouragement; and that “through the efforts of 
the Rev. A. P. Doyle, [the noted Paulist, whom President Roosevelt publicly 
commended] four Roman Catholic chaplains have been appointed to the United 
States Army.” The report boasts of the success of the Federation in pre- 
venting any action by the United States Government looking to the stopping 
of the atrocities committed in the Congo Free State in obedience to the orders 
of the King of the Belgians. Thus confirming the truth of the statement 
made last winter by Dr. H. Grattan Guinness, that it was “the strong hand 
of Cardinal Gibbons” that was working for the continuance of the unspeakable 
horrors that shocked the whole world outside of your Church. 

Bishop Ignatius F. Horstman, of Cleveland, O., said with regard to politics 
and the Federation, “We hear it said that Catholic organizations have political 
aims, but there are no politics in the Roman Catholic Church. What we 
stand for in public life is law and order. For my part I pay no attention to 
politics except when moral right is concerned. The Roman Church and the 
Federation should keep religion out of politics until the politicians take politics 
into religion. Then we should crush them in their atttempt.” So if any public- 
spirited American in the Cleveland Diocese takes politics into religion by oppos- 
ing any schemes of the priests for plundering city or State treasuries for the 
benefit of their sectarian institutions Bishop Horstmann may be counted upon 
to do his best “to crush them.” When he said that “there are no politics 
in the Roman Catholic Church,” he meant that the Roman Church gives its 
support to that political party which would most favorably consider its claims 


and grant its demands for recognition as the most powerful religious organiza- 
tion in the land. Some years ago nearly all Roman Catholics supported the 
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Democratic party, but in 1904 they claim that they voted solidly for President 
Roosevelt. When I was a priest of your Church, nearly thirty vears ago, a 
Roman Catholic who voted the Republican ticket was looked upon with sus- 
picion by the Church authorities. But this Federation of Catholic Societies 
gives notice that it is neither Republican nor Democratic so far as party lines 
are concerned. It is for the claims of the Pope to supreme rule, first, last and 
all the time! The American people should never forget that Roman doctrine. 

This being the position of your Church on political and other questions 
that vitally concern the American people, it is only natural that the friends of 
our free institutions should question the wisdom of our public men who yield 
to the pressure brought to bear upon them by the Vatican wirepullers. Indeed, 
many already perceive the real menace to the country that these Catholic socie- 
ties present. You may be sure that some of the patriotic men in responsible 
positions will not only watch these societies, but wisely take measures to 
deal courageously with the problems created by their ceaseless aggressions. 
The hearty encouragement from Protestant friends will be of great value in 
stiffening the backbone of such men. There never was a time in the history of 
this nation when it was more true that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty 
than it is to-day. 


I believe also that the day will come when the intelligent and progressive 
Catholics of the country will cease to allow themselves to be manipulated by 
the coterie of Italian Cardinals that direct the affairs of the Church for the 
benefit of themselves and their satellites in the hierarchy that execute the 


Vatican decrees. Rome in politics has been beaten in Catholic countries like 
France and Italy; and the struggle for liberty will be successful in Spain. It 
will be a strange thing if Protestant America should be the only country where 
Rome’s political schemes would prevail. European Catholics are in open 
revolt against the Roman Church. The men of brain and heart, thinkers and 
lovers of liberty declare it has been the engine of oppression rather than the 
instrument of God or the “means of grace’”—as your sacraments are styled— 


to the people. So they are weary of it. The American people should know 
what Romanism is. 


I believe, Cardinal, that liberty shall not die under the Stars and Stripes ; 


but her friends and lovers must be vigilant that no harm come to her, espectally 
from your Church that has always been the enemy of freedom. 


Yours truly, James A, O'Connor. 
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